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St. Margaret’s Episcopal Church 

Rector’s Report for the Annual Meeting   

January 24, 2016 
 

O God, you called your servant Margaret to an earthly throne that she might advance your 

heavenly kingdom, and gave her zeal for your Church and love for your people: Mercifully grant 

that we who commemorate her (this day) may be fruitful in good works....    

 

As Queen, Margaret and her husband, Malcolm, changed their world for the better.  Under their 

rule schools, orphanages, and hospitals were founded.  The poor and needy were fed. Together 

they rebuilt the monastery at Iona.  Thanks to the wisdom of The Rev. Dewey Gable, rector in 

the 1950s, we have a small stone from the ruins of Iona embedded in our altar.  In May of 2016, 

the Journey to Adulthood class will make a pilgrimage to Margaret’s homeland of Scotland.  We 

will spend several days on Iona and are hoping to bring another stone back from to be placed in 

the altar of our children’s chapel.  

 

Like Margaret, our parish strives to make a difference in our world.  The most visible way that 

we have impacted our environment has been through St. Margaret’s Community Outreach. 

SMCO will celebrate its 25th anniversary this year.  Last November (on St. Margret’s Day) we 

celebrated the retirement of Catherine Gordon as SMCO’s director. Over her 10 years as leader 

Catherine used her insight and experience to identify the gaps in community support.  New 

programs were developed.  Intensive Care and Follow-Up was designed to build accountability, 

follow through, and longer term assistance.  We partner with other churches and the schools 

though the Backpack Snack Program which began in 2009.  The Community Family Mentoring 

Program was a collaborative effort of several churches founded and administered by SMCO.  A 

grant funded “Self-Sufficiency Strategist” explored programs promoting self-sufficiency for 

needy families and individuals in communities comparable to ours.  The recommendation was 

made to bring the National Circles Campaign to Carrollton. Circles of West Georgia has been 

successfully launched as an independent 501c3 in our community. Well done, good and faithful 

servant.  I have no doubt that our under the capable and energetic leadership of our new director, 

Meghan Bennett, SMCO will continue to identify and adapt to the changing needs of the poor 

and disadvantaged in our community. 

 

The faithful people of St. Margaret’s impact the world in hundreds of ways as you live out grace 

and love within the parish and outsider of its walls.   Your impact may come in the form of a 

casserole, a listening ear to a friend in pain or grief, a conversation about God with a friend at 

school, a sermon you preach after returning from Iona, an anthem you sing, an invitation to a 

friend to come St. Margaret’s, or an outstretched hand to someone in need.   You are the ears, the 

eyes, the hands, the arms, the feet of Christ wherever you are.   

 

I’m proud to be among you. 

May we continue to make a difference together! 

Hazel+ 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Celebrating Life in 2015 
 

“You are sealed by the Holy Spirit in Baptism and marked as Christ’s own forever” 
Baptisms: 

 Aiden Drake Felts 

 James Michael Patrick 

 Matthew Seth Fitts 

 Oakleigh Elizabeth Long 

 Eden Benjamin Long  

 

  

“Into your hands, we commend your servants..” 
Deaths:    

 Elizabeth Mathews 

 John Robinson 

 Marion Foreman  

 Dorothy Roush  

  



St. Margaret’s Episcopal Church 

Annual Meeting – January 24, 2016 

Senior Warden’s Report for 2015 

 

In the 2014 report from then Senior Warden, Randy Denmon, you heard about the work that was 

done on strategic planning for our parish.  That theme continued in 2015 … beginning with the 

vestry retreat in February at Camp Mikell.   

During our time at Camp Mikell, we celebrated the bounty of the year that had just ended and 

prayed for blessings and guidance for the year just beginning.  A major focus was the creation 

and definition of a new ministry called Pastoral Care.  We officially established a Pastoral Care 

Ministry and defined its role; in so doing we addressed the role of the Parish Life Ministry and 

sorted out some of the overlap with the Hostess Ministry duties.  Later, ECW created another 

new ministry called the Hospitality Ministry to replace the Hostesses.  The goal for revamping 

and carefully defining the responsibilities of these three ministries was to assure that everyone 

felt welcomed to serve in any of these ministries in any way that they felt called. 

Other noteworthy decisions were made during the business meeting at the retreat: 

 Our interim Choir Master/Organist, Austin Clark, was transitioned to permanent status. 

 Each person on the vestry assumed leadership of a commission … and that information 

was published in the third Senior Warden Report in the weekly newsletter. 

 Initial planning for seeking a new director of SMCO was begun as the vestry looked at 

the future of SMCO and contemplated the retirement of director, Catherine Gordon.   

Our new website was unveiled in the spring of 2015: stmargaretsga.com.  It is a complete update 

and restructuring of our presence on the Internet.  The new site continues to evolve – as websites 

seem to do – so you’ll see more changes in the coming year.   We owe a debt of gratitude to 

Wilton Key for his many years of maintaining a website for our parish.  Wilton decided he was 

ready to retire as web master this year and turned the job over to Art Bower. 

We had a blessing of the Bass House on May 10 followed by a wonderful celebration – attended 

by the parish and members of the Roush family and the Richards family.  It was the first of 

several opportunities for the parish to enjoy this beautiful house.   

Moving into the summer, there was more excitement and more activity. 

The remaining balance owed on the Callahan Center was paid off.  We didn’t “burn the 

mortgage” but since it happened just before July 4th we considered it our own “freedom” 

celebration this year. 

Summer also saw the vestry gathering for our mid-year retreat in August to continue our 

strategic planning initiatives:  focusing on Strategic Priorities.   

A major topic during the summer and early fall was the music at St. Margaret’s; in particular, the 

organ and the maintenance needed to assure its functioning at peak performance.  The vestry 



made a prayerful decision to move ahead with a major organ maintenance project that includes a 

new console and work on the existing pipe work.   

Early fall was also a time when the vestry, through the Personnel Committee, began preparations 

for advertising the position of Director of SMCO in anticipation of Catherine Gordon’s 

retirement at the end of the year.  A panel was formed and charged with developing and 

executing a protocol for the process of screening and interviewing candidates.  The position was 

announced through various channels.  All applicants’ materials were reviewed by the panel and 

four people were selected to be interviewed.  Each one was interviewed by the panel using a 

specific set of questions with rating rubrics and by Hazel; each candidate also met with 

Catherine.  The panel ranked the four interviewees and recommended two for Hazel’s 

consideration.  Meghan Bennett was offered the position and accepted – she was able to work 

with Catherine for a time prior to Catherine’s retirement. 

Fall also brought us some bittersweet moments.  We said good-bye to our curate, The Reverend 

Robert Fowler.  Robert was called to be the priest in charge at St. Luke’s Episcopal Church in 

Jacksonville, Alabama.  And we celebrated Catherine Gordon’s wonderful ministry as director of 

SMCO with a great luau/Mexican fiesta.   

St. Margaret’s was blessed in 2015 in so many ways, but in particular with wonderful spiritual 

leadership from Hazel and Robert; and with an outstanding staff: Julie, Catherine, Laura, and 

Austin. Thank you hardly begins to express the gratitude that we all feel for their work and their 

presence at St. Margaret’s.   

I am deeply grateful to have had the opportunity to work with this vestry as we prayerfully 

addressed opportunities and challenges – always mindful of our responsibility to be good 

stewards of the many gifts that God provided to us.  St. Margaret’s enters 2016 stronger than 

ever because of the hard work of this group.  My deepest appreciation to outgoing vestry 

members:  Robert Graf (Junior Warden), Ryan Roenigk, and Art Bower.   

It has been an honor and a privilege to serve as your Senior Warden.  Thank you so much for 

giving me the opportunity.  

Respectfully submitted, 

Brenda Hattaway 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

Report from the Jr. Warden 

BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS COMMITTEE 
 

Mission Statement: Our mission is to enhance the image of St. Margaret's Episcopal Church by 

providing an aesthetically pleasing “campus” community that will provide a spiritual, safe, 

sanitary environment for church members, staff and visitors. 

 

Action Items during the past year: 

Repaired the parish hall roof over the large Sunday school room.  The roof is a TPO flat roof and 

has been repaired several times. West Ga. Roofing recommended that we replace the roof in 

the next few years.  

The water leak damaged the ceiling and carpet in the large Sunday school room.  The carpet was 

replaced and ceiling repaired/painted. 

The HVAC for the Sunday school rooms replaced.  The new AC is a high efficiency (R-

410A refrigerant) ozone friendly unit. 

Repaired condensation leak in Callahan Center over the paper pantry storage room.  Leak 

caused by a blocked drain in AC unit. Replaced ceiling tile.  

Parish Hall and church hallway painted.  Church windows painted. Arch separating nave 

from chancel repaired and painted. 

Installed a dehumidifier in Sacristy. 

Remodeled the choir room and choir changing room. The old choir changing room converted 

into a library. New door locks installed, bookcases built, shelving added for music, choir 

room robe closet expanded all areas with new paint. 

Replaced dishwasher in parish hall kitchen. 

Repaired "hole" in women's restroom and added motion light to storage room. 

Cleaned gutters six times last year on church building and parish hall.  

Pressure washed church building, parish hall and the Coleman street fence. 

Trim/removed shrubbery/trees between Bass house and parish hall.  

Alex Roush is designing a gate to connect the Bass house and church property. 

 Rotting wood window frame repaired for shutter-Coleman St. side of church. 

Stained and painted porch swing/rocking chairs for Bass house. 

 

Future items/wants/needs: 

Church steeple-repair wood, prep and paint. 

Repair/paint paint Rose window frame and rotting wood on french doors. 

Repair/replace church broken roof tiles.  

Replace roof of Parish Hall. 

Repair church shutters.  Made need to replace. 

Improve temperature/air flow in chancel. 

 

Men's Group (ECM) 

The Episcopal church men are meeting monthly the second Saturday at 8:30 AM in the 

parish hall. The ECM went on three field trips. (Rome Braves, Chickamauga Civil War Park, 

and the National Infantry Museum)  Men of all ages are invited to attend the meetings. 

 

Robert Graf 

Jr. Warden 



 

Music 
 

About the program 
 

The choirs of St. Margaret’s are made up of approximately 30 voices from ages 10-80 who come 

together to lead the weekly liturgies. This community serves singers from all walks of life, all levels of 

experience, and all levels of musical abilities.  

 

The Chancel Choir is St. Margaret’s primary parish choir, and auditions are open to singers of all ages. 

This ensemble leads the singing and other liturgical aspects of the 11:00 Eucharist each Sunday, plus 

occasional services such as Ash Wednesday, services through Holy Week, the Christmas Eve Midnight 

Eucharist, and A Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols. Music at Sunday services typically includes two 

anthems, a psalm, hymns, and service music. Rehearsals take place on Wednesday evenings at 7:00–

9:00. The finest repertoire is drawn from the last five hundred years of choral composition around the 

world. Singers are required to have some reading ability to audition.  

 

The St. Cecilia Choir is an RSCM (Royal School of Church Music) affiliated training program geared 

toward treble voices grades 3-up. This Choir leads the singing of the 9:00 Eucharist each Sunday. The 

Choristers rehearse on Wednesday evenings from 5:30–6:30p.m., where they receive instruction in 

liturgy, Scripture, music theory, ear training, music reading, choral repertoire, and vocal technique. 

 

RSCM training is broken into levels, each of which includes vital instruction in Christian Formation. 

The emphasis is on personal growth, which is achieved through the dedicated sharing of their musical 

gifts, and serving as leaders of worship on Sundays. All levels of the RSCM program are designed to 

challenge each young musician on an individual basis, and give a sense of accomplishment and self-

esteem.  

 

At the end of a child’s time in this choir, he or she will have gained a solid basic music education, free 

of charge. Children historically emerge from this type of choir experience with a deep love of fine arts, 

enhanced self-confidence, and an ability to work collaboratively. 

 

Parents of choristers are highly encouraged to participate in supporting the success of this choir by 

setting good examples of commitment, punctuality, and consistency. 

 

Year in Review 
 

 Created music library, which included creating a catalogue in a searchable database, minor 

construction in the Music Suite to make the space more organized, allowing proper storage and 

easy access to sheet music. Many thanks to Choir Librarian, Don Denney, for his tireless efforts 

in seeing this project through and for his support in making the music program run smoothly.  

 Engaged A. E. Schlueter Pipe Organ Company to refurbish our pipe organ and provide a new 
console. This work is to preserve the legacy given by Dr. Coe in securing this unique instrument 

and to ensure it continues playing in good health for many years, to better support congregational 

singing, to enhance the liturgy, and to allow the choir to offer an even more varied repertoire of 

sacred music.  

 Reinstated the RSCM-affiliated treble choir. All choristers earned ribbons on St. Margaret’s Day.  

 Chancel Choir gained 3 new voices.  



 Attempted to form an adult choir, then to reinstate the St. Cecilia Children’s Choir in an effort to 
provide musical leadership at the 9:00 Eucharist each Sunday. 

 

 

 

Year Ahead 
  

 As I look ahead to the coming year, these things will be a priority: 

 

 Forming a musical identity and engaging congregational participation in all aspects of the 
liturgy. 

 Grow both the Chancel and St. Cecilia choirs. 

 Establish St. Margaret’s musical identity. 

 

 

If you are interested in knowing more about the music program, please contact Organist–Choirmaster, 

Austin Clark, at music.stmargaretsga@gmail.com 

 

Austin Clark 

Organist / Choirmaster 
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Christian Formation 
Annual Report – January 2016 

 

The Christian Formation Commission was previously know as Commission for Christian 

Education.  

Christian formation is defined by the Episcopal Church as the lifelong process of growing 

spiritually through our relationship with God, self, others, and all creation. Every experience in 

our lives can provide us with the opportunity to express our faith; the challenge we face is 

recognizing these opportunities and learning ways to live a sometimes-countercultural life in a 

secular world.  

Mission for Christian Formation:  

To offer a comprehensive framework of enrichment, study, and prayer as we participate in the 

life of our parish and our world and explore God’s purpose for our lives. 

Programs conducted during 2015 are reported in five categories: Children’s Ministry, Youth 

Ministry, Children’s & Youth Christian Education, Worship, and Adult Christian Education.   

Children’s Ministry 

The Children’s Ministry committee plans and organizes exciting special events for the children 

of St. Margaret’s.   The first event in 2015 was the annual Easter Egg Hunt. Then in July there 

was a trip to the Water Park for some summer fun; and, of course, Vacation Bible School in 

June.  St. Margaret’s kids enjoyed dressing up for Monster Mash in October; performing in the 

Christmas pageant on Christmas Eve; and celebrating at the annual Happy Birthday Jesus party.  

For Advent, the Children’s Ministry committee sponsored an intergenerational Advent Wreath 

Making event.  All of these activities were supported by many parishioners who made 

contributions, volunteered time, and participated.  Special appreciation is extended to Nichole 

Chetti-Bush, Bunchie Engel, Laurie Fleck, Margaret Louttit, Jo Fortner, Ali Garrett, and 

Catherine Mitchell for their leadership in planning and directing these activities.  

This year St. Margaret’s coordinated the Community VBS – following the long tradition of 

partnering with Carrollton Presbyterian, Grace Lutheran, and St. Andrew Methodist churches.  

Catherine Mitchell and Brenda Hattaway represented St. Margaret’s as co-directors, and 13 of 

the 33 volunteers who helped during the week came from St. Margaret’s. 

Youth Ministry 

In addition to Sunday morning classes, St. Margaret’s has an EYC (Episcopal Youth 

Community) group for students in grades 6 – 12.  The primary purpose of EYC is to provide 

students an opportunity to develop relationships with each other and God through fellowship, 

service and worship.  Events are planned locally and the group also participates in youth events 

on the Diocesan level.  Highlights of the year in 2015 were: DYC retreat in January at Camp 

Mikell, annual ski trip and a benefit concert attended by 50 teens in February, a visit with former 

member Joe Cumming who shared his remembrances of the Civil Rights era and the March on 

Selma in mid March, a senior night celebration in April, and an end of the school year 

celebration in May. After a hiatus over the summer months, the group enjoyed a lake day in 

September, working in the Pumpkin Patch and attending the New Beginnings retreat at Camp 



Mikell in October, a Painting Party at the Institute of the Imagination in November and their 

annual Christmas celebration in December. Students also supported SMCO by making 

Valentines bags and Stockings for Homework Helper students, packing backpacks, and 

volunteering at Homework Helper. Thank you to all of the parents and other church members 

who have supported and nurtured our youth programs in 2015. 

 

 

Children’s Christian Education 
Sunday School Teachers: 

Mary Alice Cochran serves as Sunday School Superintendent for the 2013-14 and 2014-15 

school year. The following parishioners are currently serving as teachers: Karen Adams, Ashley 

Carter, Kitty Cleghorn, Beth Brewer, Laurie Fleck, Ali Garrett, Mary Hart, Lydia McLendon, 

Nelia McCarthy, Susan Fleck, Meghan Sullivan, Jena Langford, Juan Forero, Lisa Gezon, Jay & 

Margaret Louttit, Sarah Jones, Susana Velez, Cyle Bohannon, Julie & Ryan Weber, Taylor 

Gordon. 

 

CLASS  AGE   CURRICULUM 
Pre K / K:   3’s – K   Godly Play 

Primary:   1St - 3rd  Grades Godly Play 

Intermediate:   4th – 6th Grades  Godly Play & All Things New 

Rite 13   7th & 8th Grades Journey to Adulthood (J2A) 

J2A   9th & 10th Grades J2A 

 

Program Notes:  

The Sunday School program at St. Margaret’s is a vibrant community of learners, meeting from 

September – May during the 10 o’clock hour each week. Our teachers are a committed and 

caring group of adults who do an exceptional job of engaging their students on Sunday mornings. 

They each offer their unique gifts for encouraging and uplifting children in their belief in God 

and membership in the church.  

 

Preschool and elementary school students are introduced to the stories of God and his people in 

the Old and New Testaments, the parables of Jesus, and the Saints of God through Godly Play, a 

Montessori based way of teaching developed by The Rev. Jerome Berryman.  For the third year 

in a row teachers attended a Godly Play training in January of 2015 held here at St. Margaret’s. 

Chirsten Erskin a certified Godly Play Trainer led the training. Our Godly Play program 

continues to grow and mature.   

 

Our Intermediate class is studying the Saints of the church using lessons from Godly Play 

Volume 7, and the church published “Lesser Feasts and Fasts”.  All lesson materials for Volume 

7 were purchased over the summer.   

 

The Journey to Adulthood program offers a meaningful way for our teens to develop 

relationships with God, the church, their peers and adults in the congregation.   Rite 13 

Ceremonies were held in the fall and spring for students who turned 13.  Each student who 

participated in a Rite 13 ceremony was given a study Bible, a certificate and a book with words 

of wisdom from fellow parishioners.  In the spring of 2015, the J2A class went on a Urban 

Adventure to Boston, Massachusetts.  The following students attended: Elizabeth Cochran, 

Maggie Denmon, Lauren Langford, Charlie Minor, Lilly Parmer, Lucy Hughes Parrish, Cate 

Paul, Addie Robinson and Beau Vaughn.  The Rev. Hazel Glover served as Chaplin on the trip, 



which was directed by Laura Lenaeus.  Julie and Ryan Weber, Taylor Gordon and Cyle 

Bohannon served as chaperones.  This group is now preparing for a Pilgrimage to Edinburgh, 

Dunfermline, Iona and Glasgow, Scotland in May of 2016.  

Worship 

Nursery: 

The nursery continues to welcome and care for the youngest members of the parish.  It is a bright 

cheerful room, and was furnished with new shelving and a play area.    The nursery is open from 

8:30 am – 12:30 pm every Sunday and at special events for children from 0 – 36 months.   

 

Children’s Chapel: Children ages 3 – 7 participate in a worship service that mirrors the structure 

of regular Sunday worship during the 9 am serviced each Sunday. Ali Garrett stitched a beautiful 

needlepoint banner for the chapel and it was dedicated on St. Margaret’s Day.  The St. 

Margaret’s Needlepoint Guild is wrapping up the final canvas for a set of 8 kneelers. It is 

anticipated that they project will be completed in the spring of 2016.   The following parishioners 

volunteered as shepherds for out Children’s Church program: Blake Adams, Bonnie Adams, 

Karen Adams, Ron Adams, Laurie Fleck, Susan Fleck, Emie Fleck, Juan Forero, Margaret 

Louttit, Ryan Roenigk, Meghan Sullivan, Kitty Cleghorn, and Ella Smith. 

 

Acolytes: Harper Minor and Will Cochran are serving as Head Acolytes for the 2015-16 school 

year.  They work together with the clergy and Parish Administrator for training and service of 

youth volunteers at both 9 and 11 am Eucharist and any special services that may occur 

throughout the year. Those who have served include: Aquay Backus, Emmery Cary, Marsha 

Daniel, Maggie Denmon, Taylor Foreman, Brenda Hattaway, Ruth Haynes, Liz Key, Brenda 

Laffoday, Rowan Laffoday, Maddie Grace Maierhofer, Alice Naughton, Cate Paul, Daniel Reed, 

Lacey Robinson, Julie Williard, Edward Bohannon, Nora Bohannon, Lillie Cary, Elizabeth 

Cochran, Emie Fleck, Turner Garrett, Nick Haynes, Jane Lyons, Hue Maierhofer, Charlie Minor, 

Martha Minor, Fiona Naughton, Cate Paul, Julie Reed, Charlie Robinson, Chael Sullivan, 

Charlotte Collins, Edward Fleck, Charlie Garrett, Liam McDonald, Olivia McLendon, Maria 

Naughton, Clayton Robinson, Wright Roenigk, and Ramsey Sullivan. 

 

Adult Formation:  
 

In 2015, St. Margaret’ parishioners were engaged in a variety of spiritual growth activities. Adult 

activities included Sunday School classes, Bible study groups, Wednesday Evening Forums, as 

well as Diocesan and community activities.  

 

Adult Sunday School 

 Sunday School classes met regularly through out the year.  In addition to the traditional 
classes facilitated by George Lenaeus and Pauline Rodwell.  

 The Agape Class was formed and led by Joe Garrett, Bill Parrish and Ryan Roenigk  

 Episcopal 101 was offered by Hazel and Robert during the fall and was designed 

specifically for newcomers to the Episcopal Church.   

 

Bible Study Groups 

The Women's Bible Study is comprised of a group of women who come together once a week 

for fellowship, prayer and study.  Formed in 2015, the group studied the book, "Bible Women:  

All Their Words and Why They Matter," by Lindsay Hardin Freeman.  A short study of the book 



of Psalms ensued.  Now engaged in a study of the Book of Common Prayer, we are enjoying all 

the riches this book has to offer.  Average attendance is 8 - 10.  All are welcome 

 

Wednesday Evening Forums 

 Bruce Bobick continued his service coordinating the monthly Adult Forums that were 
held on the first Wednesday of each month.  

 We were fortunate to have Bishop Whitmore lead a series of Wednesday evening forums 

during the month of October  

 Bishop Whitmore lead a Lenten series on the Journeys of the Apostle Paul. 
 

Diocesan and Community Activities 

 St. Margaret’s was represented in several Christian Formation activities in the Diocese 
including a one-day event in April that focused on exploring how the work of the late 

Howard Thurman provides a relevant frame for our spiritual journeys. 

 Circles of West Georgia sponsored a Poverty Simulation that provided opportunities for 
parishioners to join with other local community members to explore the realities of 

poverty and the impact it has on daily life. 

 The annual Diocesan Council Meeting provided the opportunity for several parishioners 

to join our clergy in two-days of dialog, discussion, and decision-making.  Several 

actions taken by the council including the adoption of our purpose statement and an 

affirmation of the Commission on Dismantling Racism will provide guidance for 

Christian Formation as we move into this New Year. 

 

Looking Ahead to 2016 
Results from a survey related to Children’s and Youth Ministry Programs, the Christian 

Formation Commission will form a task force to review data from a survey conducted in 

December. The data will be use to inform planning with the goal of increasing regular 

engagement in weekly Christian Formation activities.   

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Laura Lenaeus -Youth Director 

Brenda Hattaway  

Mary Hooper 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

ST. MARGARET’S COMMUNITY OUTREACH 2015 ANNUAL REPORT 

 The mission of St. Margaret’s Community Outreach (SMCO) serves as a daily reminder of the tasks at hand:  to 

serve the unmet needs of poor and disadvantaged families and individuals in Carroll County and beyond, without 

discrimination, and to provide those families and individuals opportunities that enable them to address and overcome 

the causes of poverty and distress in their lives. 
  

             SMCO continued to pursue this mission even as much changed in 2015.  The incredible support of St. Margaret’s 

Vestry, clergy, office staff, and volunteers has been vital to maintaining existing programs and growing new ideas.  We 
continue to deeply appreciate the fundraisers, donations, and grants provided to allow our programs to flourish.  The 

SMCO Endowment Fund experienced notable growth in 2015 and we look forward to the endowment being fully funded, 

as this will provide predictable monthly income for generations to come. Collaboration with other organizations remains 
an important part of carrying out our mission to “…serve the unmet needs of poor and disadvantaged families and 

individuals…”  Perhaps the most notable collaboration is SMCO’s continued collaboration with Circles of West Georgia 
(modeled much like SMCO’s former mentoring program and co-launched by SMCO and Community Foundation of West 

Georgia), which just celebrated its one-year birthday. 

   The big change in SMCO began in October 2015 with the hire of a new director as Catherine Gordon prepared 
for retirement.  For three months Meghan Bennett, current Director, and Catherine worked together to ensure a seamless 

transition.  And while certainly with new leadership come new ideas, changes, and challenges, our mission must stay the 

same, for we bear the name of St. Margaret who taught us to live and serve in grace. 
 With thanksgiving and excitement as we move forward with this important work God has called upon us to do- 

  ~Meghan 

May we who bear Queen Margaret’s name follow her in the joyful spending of ourselves for others, through Jesus Christ 

our Lord.  Amen. 

 Sources of Financial Support                  In-Kind Donors / Volunteer Sources (cont)
(excluding SMCO Endowment Fund contributions) 

-Alice Huffard Richards Foundation  

-Carroll EMC Round-up Foundation 

-Carroll EMC Board of Directors 
-Carrollton Golden K Kiwanis 

-CoBank 

Community Foundation of West Georgia 

-Gifts and Memorials 
-Kroger Community Rewards 

-Renaissance Charitable Foundation 

-St. Margaret’s ECW 

-St. Margaret’s ECW Valentine Luncheon 
-St. Margaret’s Endowment 

-St. Margaret’s Members 

-St. Margaret’s Vestry 

-Tyus City Club 

 

In-Kind Donors / Volunteer Sources 

-Linda Parmer, Attorney 

-David Basil, Attorney 

-Carrollton Dawnbreakers Rotary Club 
-Carrollton City Schools 

-Carrollton Golden K Kiwanis 

-Carrollton High School Show Choir 

-Carrollton Pilot Club 
-Chick Fil A 

-Community Donors (individuals) 

-Community Donors (business/professional) 

-First Baptist Church 
-Flower Cart 

-Grace Lutheran Church 

-Indulge Salon and Day Spa 

-Oak Mountain Academy Lower School 
 

 

 

 -Sit ‘n Sleep 

-St. Margaret’s ECW 

-St. Margaret’s EYC 
-St. Margaret’s Members 

-St. Margaret’s Children/Youth Sunday School Students 

-Tanner Health System 

-University of West Georgia 

 

Programs & Services - Ongoing Programs: 
 -Paper Pantry 

-Homework Helper 

-Backpack Snack Program 

-Circles of West Georgia (co-launched by SMCO  

  and Community Foundation of West Georgia) 
-Intensive Care and Follow-Through (ICF) 

-General Assistance: 

-Housing/Rent                                      

-Utilities 
-Food                                                 

-Education 

-Medicine/Health Care                 

-Employment 
-Transportation 

 

Special Projects 

-Carroll County Soup Kitchen 

-Carrollton Dawnbreakers Club Babies ‘n Books  

  Distribution 

-Carrollton High School Homecoming Collection/Distribution 
-Community Referral Network (CRN) 

-Project NOEL 

-Service Learning/Community Service Site 

-Service Organization “Model” Consultant



 

2015 NUMBER SERVED 

 
BY TRANSACTION:  1697           TOTAL INDIVIDUALS:   1013 

             BY HOUSEHOLD:        343                                                           TOTAL CHILDREN:           607 

BACKPACK SNACK AND HOMEWORK HELPER TRANSACTIONS:  1922 

INDIVIDUALS RECEIVING PAPER PANTRY:  196 

VOLUNTEER HOURS:  620 

(Volunteer Hours exclude Paper Pantry delivery, Backpack Snack Assembly, SMCO Endowment Marketing 

and other undocumented Community Project Volunteer Hours) 

 

 

St. Margaret's Community Outreach (SMCO)   

January through December 2015   

 Income    

   Interest on MMA BB&T 25.72  

   General Donations 118,255.90  

 Total Income  118,281.62 

 Expense    

  Bank Service Charge 55.50  

  Check Printing Expense 96.19  

  Programs & Services   

   Circles of West Ga Implementation 5,641.77  

   Circles of WGA Barrier Reduction 2,957.22  

   Community Support 2,860.21  

   Donor Directed Assistance 500.00  

   Education   

    Homework Helper 1,692.51  

    Youth Scholarship 1,023.69  

   Total Education 2,716.20  

   Food   

    Food - Backpack Snacks 5,367.18  

    Food – General 840.00  

   Total Food 6,207.18  

       

   Housing 25,245.89  

   ICF 15,909.13  

   Misc. Assistance 387.85  

   Paper Pantry 627.04  

   Project Noel 4,532.30  

   Transportation 1,043.00  

   Utilities 39,677.01  

   Volunteer Appreciation 968.26  

  Total Programs & Services  109,273.06 

 Total Expense  109,424.75 

 

 

 

St. Margaret’s Community Outreach (SMCO) Endowment Fund                                     $693,466.43 

State Street Global Advisors, Charitable Asset Management  

2015 Year-End Balance            



        

Altar Guild Report January 2016 

Susan Lenaeus Chairman 

 
The Altar Guild number of teams is six teams!   During the holidays the teams are needed to serve 

more often than the regular schedule of every six weeks. Seven teams would be even more ideal 

because of the rotation of weeks in the church calendar. 

 

 The Six Altar Guild teams are as follows: 

 

*Susan Lenaeus, Kathryn Grams, Pete Croft, and Julie Lindahl  

*Julie Willard, Jane Lyons, Carol Bachus, Alice Robinson and Cassie Lindahl  

*Liz Key, Rose Dufour, Jeanette Bernhardt, Cindy Hull, and Fred Bernhardt.  

*Judy Reed, Debbie Pyles, Marsha Daniel, Karen Adams and Debbie Covington 

*Georgia Carter, Diana Rash, Stephanie Turner and Nancy Disinger.  

*Fran Robinson, Laura Lenaeus, Margaret Louttit, Catherine Minor, and Ali    

  Garrett 

   

This year we celebrate the 101 birthday of past Altar Guild member Mavis Watts. She is 

remembered for the beautiful flowers that she grew in her yard for the Altar and as a loyal captain 

for many years. 

 

Members provide for services, which include weddings, memorial services, Christenings and 

funerals, besides the three regular weekly services, befitting the grace of St. Margaret’s. Church. 

The decor for Christmas and Easter are made possible by members grateful dedication. Without 

each ones’ care and commitment, the work of the Altar Guild would not be possible. It is a blessing 

to have these gracious and unassuming ladies and gentlemen serving on the “Altar Guild of St. 

Margaret’s Episcopal Church”.  

 

The Altar Guild is always seeking new members to join the Guild and serve St. Margarets in this 

capacity of love and devotion. Please consider this loving service. It is truly a worthwhile 

experience to be setting the Lord's table for Holy Eucharist of St. Margaret s Episcopal Church. 

 

Serving in the name of Christ, 

 

Susan Lenaeus,  

Chairman, St. Margaret’s Altar Guild since 1995 

  



Pastoral Care 

January 2016 
 

 

We began a new Pastoral Care Committee this year that was lead by Robert Fowler. The committee 

began meeting in March. The committee members include Bruce Bobick, Ali Garrett, Martha 

Goodson, Dean Jordan, Liz Key, and John Lyons. Julie Williard is the Vestry liaison to the 

committee.  

 

A description of pastoral care was placed on the new St. Margaret’s website. 

 

Resource teams were developed to serve as “first responders” to a pastoral care need. The following 

resource teams were developed with a main contact person and a backup, in the event that the 

contact person was unavailable or more than one pastoral care concern needed attention. The 

resource teams and their contact person and backup are as follows: 1) Meal for those that are ill or 

shut in- Liz Key, contact; John Lyons, backup. 2) Transportation (to church or doctor 

appointments) - Dean Jordan, contact; John Lyons, backup. 3) Visitation (nursing home, shut in, 

Eucharist, companionship) - Bruce Bobick, contact; Julie Williard, backup. 4) Meal for receptions 

or funerals- Liz Key, contact; Ali Garrett, backup. 5) Assistance to families with newborns- Ali 

Garrett, contact, Julie Williard, backup. Martha Goodson sends out notes on an as needed basis as 

reminders that the church is praying for healing in sickness or remembering the death of a loved 

one. I send out an email every Monday to find out the issues of concern that need to be addressed. 

The concern is disseminated to the appropriate contact person who sends out an email to those 

individuals on the Resource list for assistance. If not enough help is obtained from the Resource list, 

the contact person asks the members at large to assist. This system has been working very well. 

 

A Pastoral Care pamphlet is in the works to serve a guide to newcomers as to what services the 

church is able to provide in times when assistance is needed.  

 

Looking ahead to 2016, we are always in need of men and women to join this important ministry at 

St. Margaret’s.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Julie Williard 

 

 

 

 

Parish Life 



2016 
 

One of the most basic functions of a Christian community is hospitality and table fellowship 

following Christ’s own practice. Parish Life offers the opportunity to experience fellowship and to 

learn more about God’s love for us through one another.  Our Parish has a very strong feeling of 

family, and we welcome newcomers as family.  

Please join us—we'd like to get to know you.  

Activities of Parish Life:  Lenten Suppers, Ecumenical Service Sandwich Luncheon, Newcomers 

Get Together, Evensong Reception, Cookies & Lemonade after the summer’s single services, Ice 

Cream Social, July 4th Picnic, Fish Fry, Back-to-Business Picnic, Pumpkin Patch Weiner Roast, St. 

Margaret’s Day, Foyer Groups, and any parish time for food, fellowship, and celebration. 

Parish Life depends on committee members and parishioners to help carry out the activities that 

occur all year long. For more information about getting involved in any of the Parish Life activities, 

contact Carol Bachus or Julie Foreman.  

Parrish Life—Carol Bachus chairperson & vestry representative, Cindy Hull vestry representative, 

Judy Reed, Brenda Hattaway, Marsha Daniel, Amanda Reynolds, Julie Williard, Randy & 

Elizabeth Coggins, Wilton & Liz Key, Juan & Susana Forero, Chris & Julie Lindahl, John & Janes 

Lyons, Gary Bachus, and anyone who would like to assist in preparation! 

 

Carol Bachus 

Parish Life 

2016 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

ECW Annual Report 
"Our mission is to empower, motivate and nurture the women of St. Margaret's in utilizing their gifts and 

talents to serve Christ in the world." 

 

Officers for the 2015-2016 year 

President: Karen Adams 

Vice President:  Jo Fortner 

Secretary: Brenda Hattaway 

Treasurer: Pauline Rodwell 

Parliamentarian: Marsha Daniel 

 

St. Margaret’s ECW is alive and well and active, which is not the case for every Episcopal Church 

in the diocese. The ECW meets the second Tuesday of each month at 12:00, from September 

through May. Most of the meetings are held in the Parish Hall, with members eating their lunch 

while we have a business meeting. At the beginning of the meeting, the Vice President offers a 

devotional. We average around 15 members per meeting. 

 

Our ongoing fund raising project is Feeding the Flock.  Feeding the Flock was started in the spring 

of 2013. It is a food sale held on the last Sunday of the month, with a few exceptions.  We made 

$4,258.50 in 2015.  It is a very successful project which has allowed us to gift many of our 

ministries at St. Margaret’s. In 2015 – January 2016 we gave the following gifts: 

 

$1085.54 to cover expenses for Valentine’s Luncheon for SMCO 

$400 to the Curate’s Discretionary Fund 

$350 to SMCO for a scholarship to Camp Mikell 

$500 to Camp Mikell Kitchen Renovation Fund 

$127.90 for Kitchen equipment for St. Margaret’s kitchen 

$208.15 to supplement cost of food for ECW Diocesan Annual Meeting 

$173.97 towards Catherine Gordon’s retirement party 

$100.00 Flowers for All Saints’ Day 

$450 to SMCO for Project Noel 

$500 for purchase of a Chasuble for Rev. Robert Fowler in recognition of his support for the ECW 

during his tenure as Curate 

$350 towards purchase of a new dishwasher for kitchen 

$600 to Rector’s Discretionary Fund 

 

We also pay $100 in dues to the Diocese ECW, which allows us to vote at the annual meeting. 

 

This year saw the formation of a Pastoral Care Ministry which addresses a lot of the needs ECW 

used to cover, such as meals for members who have a need (surgery, new baby, etc) and receptions 

for funerals.  With this new ministry in place, ECW changed the Hostess Ministry to a Hospitality 

Ministry.  This involves setting up for coffee on Sunday morning and cleaning up the kitchen after 

Sunday coffee.  In June and July the ministry provides lemonade and cookies after our Sunday 

service.  This ministry is open to the congregation and being a member of ECW is not a 

prerequisite.  We welcome all who want to participate. 
 

In October we hosted the Atlanta ECW Diocesan Annual Meeting. Approximately 50 women from 

churches throughout the Diocese of Atlanta attended the meeting on October 10, 2015.  We 

provided a light breakfast and lunch for the attendees. Randy Coggins cooked for our guests. Our 



rector and our curate conducted a Eucharist and Litany for Women.  A business meeting was held 

and Rev. Robert Fowler installed new officers for the diocese.  It was a great honor to host this 

event in our church 

 

In November the ECW provides food, decorates the parish hall and serves during the reception held 

on St. Margaret's Day.  We assist Parish Life with this reception and it is one of our favorite 

projects. 

 

Also in November, ECW established the Catherine Gordon Scholarship to Camp Mikell to honor 

her ministry as director of SMCO.  The amount of the scholarship will be determined each year in 

March. 

 

Our December meeting was a luncheon given by Mr. and Mrs. Santa Claus at the Lazy Donkey. 

Members attending the luncheon brought diapers and onesies for the Paper Pantry, a program 

sponsored by SMCO. 

 

Our biggest project every year is the Valentine’s Luncheon. The proceeds of the luncheon go to 

SMCO. The luncheon has become almost famous in the community, and we usually sell out of 

tickets quickly. We have many people involved, and this is a time when the men join us to help us 

put on the event of the year. In 2013 we instituted an organ concert in the sanctuary before each 

seating for the enjoyment of our guests.  We also offer take-outs with free delivery. We couldn't 

accomplish this successful luncheon without the help we generously receive from everyone. In 

2015 we gave a check to Catherine Gordon for $5,000 for SMOC.  

 

We end our year in May with a salad luncheon. The luncheon is usually held in a member's home. 

We all bring a salad and enjoy a delicious meal and the joy of visiting together before we break for 

summer. Of course our work continues on even during the summer.  When a reception, meal or 

event goes on, ECW Members are there, assisting Pastoral Care or Parish Life, using our gifts and 

talents giving our service to Christ. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Karen Adams, President 
           



  

The Financial state of St. Margaret's Episcopal Church  
 

 

 
 

The Importance of Individual Annual Pledges to  

St. Margaret’s Operating Revenue in 2016 
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Historical Pledge Participation from our 300 + Members 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

2016 Projected Expense Categories by % of Budget 

$488,639 Expense Budget 
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St. Margaret’s Investments 

Managed by Grillo & Associates – Balance as of January 20, 2016 
 

 

 
 

 

  

  



St. Margaret’s Other Investments 
 

 
• Alice H. Richards Endowment – Managed by the Community Foundation of West Georgia 

– Original gift of $500,000.                    

              (The church receives any interest and appreciation above $500,000 on an annual basis.  

               No income was received in 2015 due to poor financial market performance.) 

 

• Money Market Account – Unrestricted reserve account. $200,000 was used to pay down the 
Callahan Center mortgage in 2013. Current balance is $47,522 



•  


